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2. The symptoms of a dearth of money have not yet made their appear- 
ance, for (a) wages have not fallen; (£) prices indeed have fallen, but this is 
due to causes inherent in the commodities themselves ; (c) the rate of dis- 
count has fallen. 

Especially good is the proof that the fall of prices is not due to a 
scarcity of gold, but to causes peculiar to the commodities themselves, 
and entirely independent of the circulation medium. The tables used 
are Hamburg tables, which, as is well known, were also the basis of 
Soetbeer's investigations. Krai's essay is thus of great value for the bi- 
metallic discussion ; for his conclusions, like those reached by others 
who pursue a more purely deductive method, seem to show that the 
great bugbear of the bi-metallists, the scarcity of gold, is in truth a 
mere figment of the imagination. One great argument for bi-metallism 
would thus fall away. 

From the monographs that have already appeared, it may be inferred 
that the series will be one of lasting value. 

Edwin R. A. Seligman. 



Archiv fur soziale Gesetzgebung und Statistik. Vierteljahres- 
schrift zur Erforschung der gesellschaftlichen Zustande aller Lander. 
In Verbindung mit einer Reihe namhafter Fachmanner des In- und 
Auslandes herausgegeben von Dr. Heinrich Braun. Erster Jahrgang, 
Erstes Heft. Tubingen, Verlag der H. Laupp'sche Buchhandlung. — 
8vp, 200 pp. 

The Germans desire to specialize still further the periodical literature 
of the social sciences. Starting with the Zeitschrift fur die gesammte 
Staatsivissenschaft, we already have Conrad confining himself to 
National'dkonomie und Statistik, and a few years ago Schanz started a 
Finanzarchiv. The new quarterly is to devote itself exclusively to the 
labor question, for the word sozial is to be taken in its narrower sense, 
and refers to legislation for, and statistics of, the lower classes. 

The first number fulfils the promise of the title, both as to specializa- 
tion of investigation and as to the international extent of the field. 
There are five leading articles. Professor Platter, of Zurich, criticizes 
the new German compulsory insurance of workmen against old age and 
sickness, on the ground that it simply rolls off the burden of poor relief 
from the propertied classes upon the workmen themselves. Dr. Baern- 
reither summarizes three recent English blue-books, on trade unions, on 
the condition of the poor in London, and on the sweating system. Dr. 
Pringsheim describes the distressing condition of factory hands in Hol- 
land. Dr. Oldendorf collates the recent statistics of infant mortality. 
Professor Erismann gives the results of anthropometrical investigation 
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of the factory operatives in Russia. There are, in addition, texts (or 
translations) of the German insurance law, the Swiss employers' liability 
act of 1887, and the project of a Dutch law for the protection of children. 
Two minor articles and two elaborate book reviews complete the number. 

The new review promises to be of great value to those who desire to 
follow the investigations concerning the condition of the laboring class 
and the labor legislation in the different countries of Europe. Most of 
the articles are commentaries on such investigations or legislation. Some 
of them possess original value. Such, for instance, is the article on the 
Russian factory operatives. Dr. Erismann and his colleagues took 
statistics of over a hundred thousand men, women, and children, em- 
ployed in the factories of the government of Moscow. Their investiga- 
tions covered measurements of height, size of chest, weight, and muscular 
strength, and give us most interesting anthropometrical results, which in 
a succeeding number are to be coupled with influence of employment, 
etc. It is curious to notice that the men are only five feet five inches in 
height, with a thirty-four inch chest, and the women only five feet, with 
a thirty-two inch chest. A series of diagrams present the changes in 
height and chest-girth from childhood to old age. 

The typographical appearance of the Archiv is excellent, much 
superior to that of most of the German periodicals ; and the articles are 
shorter and more lucid that we are accustomed to expect from Ger- 
man scientists. 

Richmond M. Smith. 

The Census of Massachusetts : 1885. Prepared under the 
direction of Carroll D. Wright, Chief of the Bureau of Statistics of 
Labor. Volume I. Population and Social Statistics, Part I. Bos- 
ton, 1887. — 8vo, xci, 685 pp. 

Eighteenth Annual Report of the Bureau of Statistics of Labor. 
December, 1887. Boston, 1887. — 8vo, 294 pp. 

The census of Massachusetts for 1885, now being published, deserves 
notice not only for the care with which it was taken under the direction 
of the skilled officers of the bureau of statistics of labor, but on account 
of the marked advance in statistical methods and results. The card 
system was employed, each individual of the commonwealth having 
one card devoted to him on which all the facts — sex, age, place of birth, 
parentage, occupation etc. — were entered. The advantage of this method 
is that the cards can be arranged and rearranged at pleasure to follow 
out any particular fact and correlate it with other facts. If I wish to 
know, for instance, in what occupations the Irishmen between the ages 
of 20 and 30 are engaged, all I have to do is to separate first the Irish 



